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SUBJECT: IDF RETENTION ISSUE: PRIME MINISTER' S 
AP INTERVIEW 

REF: REYKJAVIK 576 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY. PRIME MINISTER TOLD AP CORRESPONDENT 
THAT BRITISH INTERVENTION MAY IMPERIL FUTURE OF IDF AND 
THAT USG HAS BEEN NOTIFIED INFORMALLY THAT GOI DESIRES 
REVIEW OF DEFENSE AGREEMENT TO BEGIN IN NEXT FEW WEEKS. 
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HE NOTED THAT RELAXATION OF EAST- WEST TENSIONS MAY MAKE NEED 
FOR IDF AND EVEN NATO MEMBERSHIP LESS VITAL. HE SAID 
HE MAY RAISE BOTH FISHING DISPUTE AND IDF ISSUE WITH 
PRESIDENT NIXON NEXT WEEK. END SUMMARY. 
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2. AP CORRESPONDENT HAS INFORMED US THAT PRIME MINISTER 
JOHANNESSON TOLD HIM DURING INTERVIEW MAY 23 THAT BRITISH 
INTERVENTION IN FISHERIES DISPUTE MAY IMPERIL FUTURE OF 
ICELAND DEFENSE FORCE ( IDF) AT KEFLAVIK. WHEN ASKED IF 
ICELAND' S DISPUTE WITH UK COULD BECOME TANGLED WITH IDF 
REVIEW JOHANNESSON REPLIED THAT IT WAS INEVITABLE THAT 
DISPUTE WILL AFFECT PUBLIC OPINION TO SOME EXTENT BUT WILL 
DEPEND ON WHAT NATO DECIDES TO DO. HE SAID UK WAS ONLY 
NATO COUNTRY TO HAVE SENT ITS NAVY INTO WATERS CLAIMED BY 
FELLOW MEMBER STATE. WHEN ASKED IF HE HIMSELF SAW LINKAGE 
BETWEEN ISSUES JOHANNSSON REPLIED THAT THERE WAS NO DIRECT 
CONNECTION BUT THAT ACTIONS AND BEHAVIOR OF NATO STATES 
MUST INFLUENCE PUBLIC OPINION IN RELATION TO IDF QUESTION. 

HE SAID " ICELANDERS WILL ASK, WHEN THE ROYAL NAVY IS IN 
THEIR FISHING LIMITS AND BREAKING ICELANDIC LAW, JUST WHAT 
PURPOSE THE DEFENSE BASE IS SERVING. DEFENSE IS THE MAIN 
PURPOSE OF THE BASE." 

3. JOHANNESSON SAID THAT USG HAD BEEN TOLD INFORMALLY 
THAT GOI DESIRES REVIEW OF IDF BASE ARRANGEMENTS TO BEGIN 
" IN THE NEXT FEW WEEKS." HE SAID THAT IN PRESENT SITUATION 
PARLIAMENTARY BACKING FOR IDF REMOVAL FOLLOWING REVIEW 
PERIOD SEEMED UNLIKELY BUT THAT SITUATION COULD CHANGE. 

HE SAID GOI WOULD DECIDE ON REMOVAL QUESTION ONLY AFTER SEEING 
RESULTS OF REVIEW WHICH WILL BE CARRIED OUT ON TWO LEVELS 
WITHIN NATO AND BETWEEN ICELAND AND US. IF DECISION WERE 
MADE TO SEEK WITHDRAWAL OF IDF JOHANNESSON SAID " PERHAPS WE 
OURSELVES CAN TAKE OVER THE BASE MORE OR LESS. IT IS 
POSSIBLE. OR PERHAPS WE COULD SHARE IN ITS OPERATION." 

4. JOHANNESSON EXCLUDED SUGGESTION ( REPORTED REFTEL) THAT 
GOI MIGHT SEEK RENTAL PAYMENT OF IDF FACILITIES. HE SAID 

GOI WOULD NOT SEEK ARRANGEMENT SUCH AS MALTA HAS WITH 
BRITISH FOR MAINTENANCE OF NATO FACILITIES. 

5. DURING INTERVIEW JOHANNESSON INDICATED THAT PRESSURES 
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FOR ICELAND' S WITHDRAWAL FROM NATO WILL INTENSIFY. WHEN 
ASKED IF HE WOULD RESIST THESE PRESSURES HE REPLIED" THAT' S 
QUESTIONABLE. AND WOULD I MYSELF BE WILLING? CONDITIONS 
WILL CHANGE." HE SAID THAT EAST- WEST TENSIONS IN EUROPE 
ARE RELAXING. AS THINGS IMPROVE NEED FOR BASE IN ICELAND 
MAY BECOME LESS PRESSING. EVEN NECESSITY FOR NATO AS 
ALLIANCE MIGHT BE REDUCED. 

6. AT ONE POINT PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT HE MIGHT TAKE 
UP BOTH FISHERIES DISPUTE AND IDF ISSUE WITH 
PRESIDENT NIXON WHEN HE COMES TO ICELAND NEXT WEEK FOR 
DISCUSSIONS WITH PRESIDENT POMPIDOU. 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



7. THIS INTERVIEW HAS NOT YET BEEN PUBLISHED. 

IRVING 
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« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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